Introducing the Lesson to Students

CALTOPIA’S CHANGING NEIGHBORHOOD

Neighborhoods are constantly in flux. Adults who return to the neighborhoods of their
youth are amazed by the changes that have occurred over the years. Sometimes change is
beneficial and uplifting to an area; other times change is degrading to an area, and renewal
and redevelopment are needed.

This exercise is designed to expose you to the changing character of communities over time
by showing a land use pattern in 25-year increments. While Caltopia is a mythical
community, the changes that occur are not unusual for many older communities in this
country.

The enclosed maps contain up to ten different land uses in the twelve block area of the
Caltopia neighborhood. The maps are designed to illustrate change in a community over a
period of years, to introduce you to the array of city services needed in cities, and to be a
brainstorming activity by which you are introduced to the study of local government.

FOCUS QUESTIONS:

You have been selected to serve on a committee that will be charged with recommending changes in
Caltopia’s General Plan (a state-mandated document that details projections for a community's future
land use changes) to the City Council of Caltopia. In analyzing changes on the four land use maps of
Caltopia, consider the following questions about changes in the neighborhood over the past few years:

1.

2.

Speculate on the factors that led to the National Guard Armory being demolished prior to 1940.

In large cities, most recent emphasis has been on locating professional sports parks and arenas
in downtown areas, such as Oriole Park at Camden Yards in Baltimore, Maryland. Is there an
area in the 1990 scene that would accommodate a baseball park? Why did you select the area
you have chosen? Why would a downtown location be advantageous to the community? Why
do you think the Raiston Street Baseball Park was razed?

There has been only one religious facility in the entire area, despite its many changes. Why do
you think there is only one?

Select one of the four years (1915, 1940, 1965, 1990) as the time in which you'd most like to
live, based on land uses in the area, and explain your choice.
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Teacher Notes

STUDENT OBJECTIVES:

Students will understand the dynamics that result in changes in neighborhoods and local communities
over long periods of time. Students will learn:

+ How to analyze and describe changes on maps depicting a community over a period of
75 years.
¢ How to develop a community profile based on the types of structures and businesses in

a particular neighborhood.

¢ How to make judgments about present and future needs in communities based on changes
occurring in those communities over a period of years.

¢ What community services need to be provided by the local government agency to
improve the quality of life for area residents.

LESSON TIME: Two to Three Days

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON:

1. An introduction on Caltopia’s Changing Neighborhood and sample focus questions (page one)
to use as discussion starters for the map set.

2. Handout #1 (Land Use in Caltopia, 1915 and 1940) and Handout #2 (Land Use in Caltopia, 1965
and 1990), a set of four maps, reproducible for small group use in class. Have students color
code each type of land use to make comparisons among the four maps easier for analysis.

3. Handout #3 (Caltopia’s Changing Neighborhood) on which each map’s land use patterns are
charted.
4. Handout #4 (Neighborhood Comparisons) on which students are asked to provide their analyses

on the changes in economic, social, recreational and personal characteristics of the neighborhood.

5. Handout #5 (City Locale) to begin discussion of changes.
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