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Cows In the Kitchen
KINDERGARTEN, THEME 8, WEEK 1

Standard:  Listening and Speaking 1.2  Use sentences to share information.

Character Trait:  Responsibility Phonemic Awareness/Phonics:                              

Opening Routines:                              

Teacher Read Aloud:  

Reading the Big Book Strategy and Skill Focus
                            

Vocabulary Expansion
Display the word “responsibility” 
and share that it means being able 
to do the right thing.  Discuss how 
each one of us is responsible for 
what we do.

Responding
What would you have done if you 
were the farmer?

Shared Writing
                            

Content Link
                            

Interactive Writing
                            

Revisiting the Literature
                            

Independent Writing
                            

Theme Focus Wall
Create a class chart of things the animals in the story are doing that are not responsible.

Universal Access Activities
In small groups have the students brainstorm a list of jobs or tasks they 
can be responsible for at home.

Materials
HM Text
Chart Paper
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Me On the Map
FIRST GRADE, THEME 5, WEEK 2

Standard:  Reading 2.6  Relate prior knowledge  Reading 2.7  Retell central ideas

Character Trait: Responsibility Phonemic Awareness/Phonics:                              

Teacher Read Aloud:                              

Vocabulary: Write the word “responsibility” on the board and have the students repeat the word and clap the 
syllables.  Then ask them to identify the familiar letters and their sounds.  Review with the students what the 
word means.

Big Book -Building Background:
                            

Big Book - Responding
                            

Writing
                            

Comprehension
                            

Anthology- Preparing to Read
                            

Anthology- Reading the 
Selection
                            

Anthology- Responding
Discuss that we have many 
responsibilities as a person on the 
Earth.  Have the students brainstorm 
and list their responsibilities to:
-	 their country
-	 their state
-	 their town
-	 their neighborhood
-	 their family

Content Link
Social Studies Link- Do you 
think children in other parts of 
the world have some of the same 
or different responsibilities as 
you?

Revisiting the Text
                            

Theme Focus Wall  Post the chart of responsibilities to country, state, town, neighborhood and family on the 
Theme Focus Wall.

Universal Access Activities
Have students write 2-3 sentences about which of the above they feel is 
their most important responsibility and why.

Materials
HM Text
Writing Materials
Chart Paper
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Johnny Appleseed
FIRST GRADE, THEME 8, WEEK 3

Standard:  Reading 2.2 Respond to factual questions.  Reading 2.7 Retell central ideas.

Character Trait: Responsibility Phonemic Awareness/Phonics:                              

Teacher Read Aloud:                              

Vocabulary: Write the word “Responsibility” on the board.  Have student brainstorm what they think the 
word means.

Big Book -Building Background:
- Review the nature of how a tree 
grows.

Big Book - Responding
                            

Writing
On a piece of chart paper, do a 
shared writing Character Sketch 
on Johnny Appleseed.
Include information on:
- What he looked like
- What he did in the story
-  What kind of person he was

Comprehension
Drawing Conclusions
- If you were Johnny Appleseed 
would you stay with the girls’ family? 
Why or why not?

Anthology- Preparing to Read
                            

Anthology- Reading the 
Selection
- What is Johnny Appleseed 
responsible for doing?

Anthology- Responding
- Why doesn’t Johnny Appleseed 
make a home with the girls’ family?
- Do you think Johnny Appleseed 
helped to make the world a better 
place?

Content Link
                            

Revisiting the Text
                            

Theme Focus Wall                              

Universal Access Activities
Have students think about what kind of tree they’d like to plant.  Have 
them write a sentence about the tree and then have them draw a picture 
of the tree.

Materials
HM Text
Chart Paper
Markers
Writing Materials
Drawing Materials


